+--+» The great secret is not having bad manners or 
good manners or any other particular sort of 
manners but having the same manner for all 
human souls; in short, behaving as if you were 

in Heaven, where there are no third-class car- 

riages, and one soul is as good as another. 


December 1957 


THE SIMPLIFIED SPELLING PROPOSALS 


: In view of the current interest in Shaw's alphabet proposals, The Region- 
eves its readers will be interested in Shaw's own views on the subject as 


published in the London Times on September 25, 1906, and to our knowledge never re- 
printed. 


Sirs It is to be regretted that the scheme of the Simplified Spelling Board, so 
energetically and wisely forced on our attention by President Rusvelt (if he will al- 
low me to simplify him to that extent) has been received, not only with the outburst 
of ignorance and folly which any sensible proposal may nowadays count on, but with a 
false delicacy which has led genuine phonetics experts to withhold serious technical 
criticism, It is bad enough to have men of letters passionately defending such a re- 
cent, absurd, and transient aberration as our pseudo-etymological spelling on the 
ground that it is the spelling of the Bible and Shakespeare (a libel gross enough to 
make Tyndale and Shakespeare turn in their graves); but it is far worse to have the 
defects of the scheme passed over in polite silence by the people who know authori- 
tatively that, though the President does not overrate the enormous importance of 

spe reform, his methods cannot be regarded as an advance on those of Artemus 
Ward and Josh Billings, I tried to express this myself by comparing hie action to 
the reform of the calendar by Mahomed, who divided the year into 12 lunar months, with 
results on the caravan season arrangements from which Arabian commerce has not re- 
covered to this day, But I find that most of your contemporaries regard Mahomed's ar- 
rangement as an excellent one, and accordingly report me as enthusiastically in favor 
of the Presidential scheme, 

Pending some really authoritative comment by Mr. Henry Sweet, whose proposals of 
1881 are hardly to the point today, or by some expert of his school, let me point out 
a few obvious shortcomings in the scheme, To begin with, it is not really a simpli- 
fied spellings it is a shortened spelling, which is quite a different matter, as a 
short spelling may leave a foreigner or a child quite as much in the dark as to the 
sound of the world as a long one, And it dnixiously disclaims any pretence to be 
phonetic, Now it is doubtless wise, when a reform is introduced, to try to persuade 
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NEWS ABOUT OUR MEMBERS 


DAN LAURENCE is lecturing 
for the Bibliographical So- 
ciety of America on January 
24, at the New York Historical 
Society. His subject is Bibl 
Hen ames, Dan's Henry 
, written in collaboration 
h Leon Edel, is now out, Rupert 


Hart-Davis is the English publisher 
and Essential Books are distributing 


it in the States, 


RUTH DANEWHOWER WILSON's in- 
vestigation of the complaints re- 
ceived by the American Civil Li- 
berties Union, about certain dis- 
criminations against Negroes in 
the Navy, resulted in a statement 
recently witten by her for the 
Union, The latter was sent to 
President Eisenhower and the 
Secretaries of Defense and the 
Navy. 


EDWIN B, PETTET, now Di- 
rector of Theater at Brandeis 
University, is giving there a 
course on Shaw, 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND ELECTIONS 


New 25. The following officers 
were elected:Depty Director,Ruth Danenhower 
Wilson;Treasurer, Alice R. Burke; Recording Secre- 


tary, Mary Kay Woodward. 


Executive Committee: Dr. David . Erdman, Mary E. 
Farrar, Ray M. Carr, Helen Kauffman, Dan i, 
Laurence was made Special Adviser to the Executive 
Committee, Vera Scriabine continues as Director 


of The 
Society (London). 


Regional Group, appointed by The Shaw 


Other business under discussion was: Fi- 
Proposed Constitution 


nancing of The Reaionads 
and By-Laws the Group; and its general progress 
and expansion in numbers as well as in the 


val iber of its programs, 


* * 


BERNARD DUKORE,an in- 
structor at Hunter 

College,The Bronx,di- 
rected t.hie month a 
college production of 


The Simpleton of the 

les,it is 
e first p by Shaw 
uced at Hunter 


llege in the Bronx, 
he tells us. 


MAURICE EDWARDS re- 
cently sang the Sacris- 
tan and Jailer in Tosca 
with the Opera Caravan, 
a group sponsored by 
Leon Bargin, He also ap- 
peared in Mozart's 

t e with 
the Brooklyn “hilharmo- 
nia at their December 
Youth Concert, 


MARGARET CAMERON (An 
Orgatisation Woman! ) 

is abstracting scienti- 
fic publications for 
Colgate Palm Olive Co, 


IRA GLACKENS' book, 
k 
115 Ashcan — A 
shed by Crown in 


October,met with an 
enthusiastic critical 


the publication of his 
book,held an exhibition 
of the work of 

Glackens and other ar- 
tists who figure in 
Ira's affectionate 
memoir. 


FLORENCE SIMISTER, 

author of the Provi- 

dence radio progran, 
e 


recently rece ved a 
citation from the 
Rhode Islam Histori- 
cai Society honoring 
her for the 1,000th 
broadcast. 
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EDUCATION IN ETIQUETTE 
FOR HM. .. 7 


To instruct the Irish people in 
the "social graces—-self-control, 
elocution, deportment, the arts of 
personal contact, and social inter- 
course” ... for this picturesque 
purpose the Will of quiet, self-ef- 
facing Mrs. G. B. Shaw directed that 
her whole fortune of ninety-four 
thousand pounds be put in trust. 

The Will's publication lit a fire 
of humorous speculation, Net only was 
Mrs, Shaw herself Irish; so was her dis- 
tinguished hudand,,.Was the Will a sur- 
prise to him? Or had this unpredictable 
man known all about it from the begin- 
ning, and looked forward with true Irish 
humor and his usual gusto to the pussled 
furor it was certain to arouse?... 

Nobody has ever been sure; nor was any 
light cast on the question when (in 1952) 
a London jutige considered whether Mrs. 
Shaw should have her way-whether the 
trust was legally valid, and should be 
put into operation, Asked he,doubtfully, 
of the lawyer for the trustee, a Dublin 
bank] ... 

"Not very complimentary, is it, to the 

people she hoped to benefit? ... 

Suppose a person living in Ireland were 
to promote a trust for suring the awkward 
manner, vulgarities of speech, and social 
impossibilities of the English? Would it 
add to the friendliness of the nations?" 

"My lord,” replied the lawyer,"I am ap- 

Pearing for an Irish bank --and we are ready 
te accept these insults! ... 

Laughter -further discussion-finally the 
judge ruling that though the trust smacked 
ef * coals to Newcastle? it was 
valid, 80 Mrs, Shaw ved her way,and made a 
lasting contribution to the Shaw legend. 

This article written by one of our 
members whose name must remain anonymous,is 
being used with the permission f The 
Merrill Anderson Company, ) 


SHAW'S CORNER: Author vs. Critics 


"It is hardly too much to say that 
Bernard Shaw has behaved like a jack- 
ass... throwing bouquets at Mussolini 


in his Preface on Bosses." 
Edmund Wilson, Bernard Shaw at Eighty 


"Suppose the nation is made up for 
the most part of people too ignorant 
te understand efficient government ,and 
taught, as far as they are taught at 
all, to measure greatness by pageantry 
and the wholesale slaughter called 
military glory. 
eeeClearly we shall be boss-ridden... 
as long as education means being put 
through this process ... The remedy is 
another Reformation, now long and 
perilously overdue.,.We should begin 
well to the left of Russia,which is 
still encumbered with nineteenth 
century superstition,” 


Shaw, The Millionairess,Preface on 
Bosses. 


Epifania: I am a plutocrat, 


The Doctor: ...A diwease for which I 
do not prescride. The only 
known cure is a revolution, 
but the mortality rate is 
high; and sometimes,if it 
is the wrong sort of re- 
volution,it intensifies 

the disease," 


ARNOLD MOSS's condensed version of 


Sebo is to be staged 
pack & ork by Margaret Webster in 


mid-March under the joint auspices of 
The Theater Guild and Arnold Moes,who 
ig also in the cast,as are Tyrone 
Power and Valerie Bettis, 


— 
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the British public that it is not a reform at alls but appearances mst be kept up to 
some extent at least; and the fact is that a board which disclaims phonetic spelling 
puss itself out of Court, Unphonetic spelling is as impossible a figment as secular 
education, Unless we adopt a system of Chinese ideographs, and learn by heart a se- 
parate arbitrary symbol of every word in the dictionary we must spell phonetically, 
We may corrupt and confuse our phonetic spelling by etymologic fads,spelling det with 
a b and foren with an ig, just as we might spell man nan or mkyan to show that we are 
descended from apes or monkeys; but we shall not spell man ape nor shall we ever spell 
cat dog. If we did the only result would be that we should presently spell dogma data. 
We cannot get away from phonetic spelling, because spelling is as necessarily and in- 
evitably phonetic as moisture is damp, To say that English and French spelling are not 
phonetic is absurd; all that it means is that the French and English spell much worse 
than the Germans and Italians,being relatively conceited and inhibitive people who 
take an uppish delight in making knowledge difficult, not to mention their love of ex- 
cuses for punishing children, English spelling contains thousands of excuses for re- 
buking children,for beat ing them, for imprisoning them after school hours,for breaking 
their spirits with impossible tasks, It is more effective even than teaching a short- 
sighted child the clock,and then beating it because it cannot tell the time from Big 
Ben, 
But in the long run phonetics have their revenge, When we begin by refusing to spell as 
we pronounce we end by having to pronounce as we spell, The etymologists,to show the 
French origin of the word oblige, refused to spell it phonetically; and a generation of 
superior persons despised those who did not say obleege, and were themselves despised by 
a still more select circle who said obleezh, But who dares say cbleege now, except 
Joseph Surface on the stage? The history of the word envelope tells the same story, 
Ongvelope and Ann Velope have had their day; we spelt it ennvelope and now we have to 
pronounce it ennvelope, The American reformers want us to spell catalogue catalog, a 
word in such common use that its pronunciation has been traditionally maintained in spite 
of the spelling, But what of epilog and prolog? These two words, which most Englishmen 
never utter or hear uttered in their lives, and the rest use perhaps once in 20 years, 
are on those rare occasions mispronounced, nine times out of ten, as epiloag and proloag. 
Aa the working classes become literate and please themselves by dragging into ordinary 
conversation more and more long words which they have never heard pronounced,they intro- 
duce ways of their own of pronouncing them, founded necessarily on the spelling. 
Programme, a vulgariem which offends the eye as Paris pronounced Paree in English offends 
the ear,has been in my hearing pronounced so as to rhyme to Damn me, That is how we 
shall all have to pronounce it some day, I foresee the time when | shall be forced to 
pronounce semi-conscious as See my Conscious, Then there is the march of preciosity. Al- 
ready I blush when old habit bones me into clothes loss, I have heard « se 
ner pronouncing the 1 in Handel's Where e'er you „ If Detford has become Depped 

of usage, I see no reason to doubt that det will presently become debbed. 
I am fond of the word ham, meaning a country place larger than a hamlet.I am still al- 
lowed to speak of East Ham and West Ham, because the words are written separately; 
s Ham, Elt Ham, or Peters Ham,I am suspected of a defect in 
I had spoken of Cars Halton (properly rhyming.to Walton) in- 
stead of Ker Shalltn, The received pronunciations nowadays are Louis Sham,Peter Sham, 
L so on, And the people who support the bad spelling which is corrupting 
the language in this fashion pretend to have a special regard for it, and prattle of 
the Bible and Shakespeare] They remind me of a New York Police Commissioner who once 
arrested d whole theatrical company for performing one of my plays,and explained, on be- 


\ 
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ing remonstrated with, that the Sermon on the Mount was good enough for him, 

The worst of it is that this want of conscience in spelling has led to anarchy and 
indifference in the interpretation of spelling, London children are deliberately 
taught to speak hideously by teachers who speak that way themselves, I have passed a 
public elementary school and heard a class of children chorusing the alphabet as fol- 
lows: "I, Ber-ee, Ser-ee, Der-ee, ee, Aff, Jer-ee, IAche, Ly, Ji, Ki, Al, Am, An, 
Ow, Per-ee, Kioo, Aw, Ass, Ter-ee, Yer-eoo, Ver-ee, Dabblyew, Ax, Wavy, Zed." Al- 
ready the Westend and Oxford have acquired more than half this horrible pronunciation, 
anu mey will soon acquire it completely. They are lulled into a false security by 
the fact that the coarsely nasal resonance of the costermonger distinguishes him 80 
virally from the Oxford graduate in spite of the identity of the mispronunciation. 

But the snarl will no doubt conquer Oxford in time, nen smart society says “Uw now" 
for "Oh no" and “dahn tahn" for “down town" and calls a "humbug with a gur“ a 
“"hambag with a gan" it is not very far from complete mastery of the language of what 
it already calls the Mile End Rowd, and will soon call with native perfection of ac- 
cent, the Mawl Inn Rowd, Even on the stage young actors are rebuked for speaking as 
ladies and gentlemen used to speak, and are deliberately taught, not even parvenu 
English, which is bad enough in all conscience, but positively Hoxton English. The 
classic beauty of speech by which Mr, Forbes Robertson makes Hamlet still fascinat- 
ing in spite of its intellectual obsolescence will soon be mimicked (let us hope 
successfully) as a” eccentric dialect; and Mr, - - (the name of this excellent 
actor escapes me for the moment) will perhaps die prematurely, worn ou. by his ef- 
forts to conceal his natural propensity to speak lixe a gentleman and to acquire the 
common language of the barrow and the motor-car in all its abhorrent smartness, 

I insist on this aspect of the case because,whilst we seem incapable of grasping 
the enormous advantage of making English a universal language both for writing and 
speech, or of understanding how our spelling obstructs that consummation, most English- 
men and women would almost rather die than be convicted of speaking like coster- 
mongers and flower gizvls, Our governing classes dropped half the continent of North 
America from sheer carelessness, Sooner than drop an h they would steep Europe in 
blood, I therefore hit them purposely in their vulnerable point, 

For this very reason, however, the reform cannot be effected by a shortened spel- 
ling which is indistinguishable ‘rom ordinary wrong spelling, If any man writes me a 
letter in which througn is spelt thru, and above abuv, I shall at once put him down 
as an illiterate and inconsequent plebeian, no matter mat Board or what potentate 
sanctions his orthography. Really phonetic spelling is quite unmistakable in this 
way. No lady or gentleman will ever be persuaded to spell like the late Sir Isaac 
Pitman, who was a very energetic bookseller and a very bad phonetician; but anybody 
might spell like Mr, Henry Sweet without compromising himself--indeed with a positive 
affirmation of having been at Oxford, A practically correct phonetic spelling justi- 
fied itself at once to the eye as being the spelling of an educated man,whereas the 
shortenings and s called simplifications suggest nothing bu’ blunders, | therefore 
respectfully advise the President and the Board to take the bull by the horns without 
wasting further time, ana enlarge the alphabet untii our consom ate ana vowe.s are 
for all practical purposes separately represented, and defined by rhyming with words 
in daily use, We shall then get a word notation which may be strange at first 
(which does not matter, but which will be neither ludicrous nor apparently ignorant 
(which does matter very much indeed), | 

One other ~oint is M importance, the new etters must be designed by an artist 
with a fully developed sense of beauty in wr.ting and printing, There must be no 


apostrophes or diacritical signs to spoil the appearance of the pages of the new type. 


* 

—— rſ:—:! 
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It is a mistake to suppose that the Bible teaches us the sacredness of pseudo-etymo— 
logical spellings; but it does teach us the comeliness of a page on which there are no 


apostrophes and inverted commas, 
— * Yours truly, 
G. BERNARD SHAW 


Ed, Note: Latest developments under Shaw's — Ides Ls Ze Be Fut Zo Use. 
N.Y, Times, F. 1, Dee, 20,1957. 4 Lenden despatch explains plans for carrying 

Shaw's bequest by devoting $23,240 for research and publication of one book (Shaw pro- 
posed Androcles and the Lion) in the new alphabet. A prise of $1,400 is to be awarded 
for the design of a 40-letter alphabet. 


PAST GROUP EVENTS. 
» @ 0 of the 
2 was — the Sch In- 
init meeting of the season, The fluence on Modern Drama," 
cast inclu.ed: Candida - Patricia Mr, Conrad,in highlighting his talk 
3 Morell - Dan Laurence; with readings, made twe main points: 
banks 1 Burgess- (1) that Shaw, unlike his predecessors, 
3 Prossy - Mary Kay in drawing-room-and-country-house co- 
ard; ~ Michael Nathan. medy, concerned himself mainly with 
Maurice Edwards acted as Master of ideas rather than people; and (2) that, 
Ceremonies, The actors did them by using witty dialogue and dialectics 
selves and the Group proud by to illustrate a deeper theme, he in- 
giving a most spirited performance fluenced certain contemporary drama- 
of Shaw's favorite, and making the tists, such as T,S, Eliot, Jean Girau- 
evening a memorable occasion, doux, Christopher Fry, However, Sherman 


Conrad maintains, Shaw's influence will 
be felt even more in the future, 


* 


» Director,Public Relations, Amherst College 
, Director of the The Theater,Brandeis Univ, 
University of Maryland 


| 
| 

21258 -- FUTURE DATES — 1958 

January 25 - e Hewlet 

February 22 - Burr E 

| March 29 — Holbe 

May 24 * : and the Final Meeting of the Season 

4 : . 1 124 Ane 

University Women, 11] East 37th Street, New 
YOUR DUES FOR MEMBERSHIP TO 4 BURKE, TREASURER OF THE NEW YO GTC 

GROUP OF THE SHAW SOCIETY | (LONDON), at 33 WASHINGTON SQUARE W. YORK 1) 
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— Shavie Corner, the house in the English village of ot St. Lawrence,which was 
rnard Shaw's home during the second half of his long life and was given by him to the 
National Trust in 1944, is now partly a Shaw museum, The ground-floor rooms where he 
lived and worked, are being preserved exactly as he left them and are open to the public, 

The famous collection of hats still hangs in the hall above his glove-box and walk- 
ing sticks, Mere, too, is his piano, Im the study, his pens and dictionaries remain on 
his desk, One wall is lined with beekshelves, still crammed with his books,and another 
wall with filing cabinets - one drawer bearing the characteristically Shavian label 
"Keys and Contraptions"{ The beautiful bal Prise certificate is on display, and there 
are also photographs of some of Shaw's friends about, including one of Gene Tunney, the 
deter, whom he knew well, 

The drawing-room,which contains the "Oscar" awarded for as the best film of 
1938, as well as original sculptures and paintings, was rarely used by GBS except when 
he had visitors, The dining room, however, he used constantly, not only at meal times 
but in the evenings, reading or listening to the radio, On the walls are the framed 
parchments recording him a Freeman of Dublin and St. Pancras (the London borough where he 
served on the council at the turn of the century) and an oil portrait of him by Augustus 
John, On the chimney piece are photographs of more of his friends and men he admired, 

From the dining room visitors step into the garden, where Shaw spent a great deal of 
his time and met with the accident which brought about his death, In fine weather most 
of his writing was done in the revolving summer-house,which is also kept just as he left 
it, with writing materials spread out on the flap-table, 

@ house was opened to the public shortly after Shaw's death, but the 1% lat ion of 
Ayot St. Lawrence from all public transport facilities meant that visitors without cars 
or cycles had to be prepared for a three-mile walk in each direction, and this undoubted- 
ly kept many away, Consequently, the money taken in admission fees only just covered the 
essential outgoings and left insufficient for the proper upkeep of the garden, Shaw was 
blamed for not leaving money for the maintenance of the house and garden, but he was not 
the sort of man to endow his own monument, However, the National Trust was not willing, 
apparently, to lose money on the property, for last year all Shaw's furniture and belong- 
ings with the exception of those in the study and the summer-house were taken away so that 
the two living rooms might be let with the remainder of the house, 

This arrangement had lasted only a few months, however, wher the silk worms came to the 
rescue ... A well-known silk farm moved to ot House — less than five minutes’ walk 
from Shaw's Corner - and the coach-loads of school-shildren who are taken to see the silk 
farm naturally "do" Shaw's home at the same time - or „ Anyway, the presence 
ef both attractions in one all village is obviously a help to them both, In fact, this 
being foreseen, Shaw's furniture was immediately brought back, and a dual ceremony for the 
opening of the silk farm and the re-opening of Shaw's two living rooms took place on 
August ist last year, when a film star cut the strands of silk that had been stretched 
across the entrance to the silk farm, and all the spectaters, press, to,, then trooped 
over to Shaw's Corner for the official opening of the doors by Miss Blanche Patch, Shaw's 
secretary, whe was officially thanked by our late President, Bene Percy, 

the ed missions to Shaw's Corner during the summer have numbered over a thousand a 


month-—enough, presumably, to justify its being kept open for good. If Souses or trains 
went to Ayot t. Lawrence, there can be little doubt that the number of visitors would be 


sonsiderably higher. In fact, the long-term danger may be that the village will become as 


Ag 
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popular and commercialized as Stratford-on-Avon, Perhaps the villagers are wise to say 
they can do without buses, 


ently we received a query from a Californian who desired to know whether Shaw had 

ever taken an interest in, or written about, Logic, We passed this question on to Vice- 
President Dan Laurence, who kindly provided an answer, Although the following extract 
from his reply was not intended for publication, we record it here, with his permission, 
for the interest of all our members, 

"As for your query about Shaw and Logic, I know offhand of no Shavian pronuncia- 

mento that deals directly with the subject. But there can be no question that Shaw 

was interested in logic and educated,to some extent,by "disciples" of it. Ne had a 

femiliarity,for example,with Aristotle,even elluding to him as an early evolution- 

ist in the preface to h (in the same preface, like a Euclidean, 

he contrasts the 0 mathema dogma with the illogie of ous dogma- 

in the section tit *A Lesson from Science to the Churches’), He was strongly in- 

fluenced by Mill in the Fabian Society (though he later tended to depreciate Mill's 

influence on the Fabians — see Irvine's „ And of course he 

acknowledged a debt to Hegel, the historian, d legic as the 

fundamental principle of his philosophy, 

“Another of Shaw's mentors was the German philosopher Leibnits,whe led the move- 

ment toward logistic (symbolic) logic, which was developed during the 19th century 

by George Boole and Augustus de Morgan, Shaw discusses Leibnits in the preface to 

— in fact he claims to have translated Leibnits's ‘nomads and 


3 ve stance, as he called the Life Force, into fables ich can ... 
sophic jargon, 


“It should be noted too that Shaw was a member of the Zetetical ('truth-seekers' ) 
Society almost from ite inception in 1878, Thies group, which professed that its 
primary object was to search for truth in all matters affecting the interests of 
the human race, considered questions of Metaphysics, Logic, Psychology,Political 
Economy, Jurisprudence, and Ethics, At first as timid listener, then as successful 


orator and chairman (see Henderson, ) , Shaw 
im, and absoroed many ideas from, ures and 
es, 


“These are but a few suggestions for exploration, This subject of Shaw and logic, 
a fascinating one, has never really been examined et length, to my knowledge, and 
seems well worth further exploration," 


BARBARA SMOKER 
* * 
Ed, Note: 
| WE WELCOME PERSONAL NEWS AND NOTES OF SHAVIAN INTEREST : 
FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE REGIONAL. : 


4 275 
: 
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for a reprint in The Wellesley 


record below a letter which Dr, 


members, we 
1s, at their request 
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the Downtown Theater is 


al 


the first in the series, (an 
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